Student Behavior Compact
Guiding Principle

Respect for the host culture and their person is the guiding principle that should govern all personal choices while abroad. Students must be aware that their behavior makes an impact on the locals and their culture, and leaves a lasting impression. Adaptation to the norms of the host culture is always the goal.

Therefore, Guilford College requires that the conduct of all students be characterized by respect for individuals, civility, and commitment to the values of community. Students are also expected to be good ambassadors for both Guilford College and the United States of America. 
Students studying with an affiliated partner are subject to the policies set by that partner in addition to what is articulated herein.
_________ (Student Initials)

Accommodations

Students should be aware that our international partners do not always provide the same level of accommodations for disabilities and learning differences to which we have become accustomed in the United States. Many facilities are not handicapped accessible and faculty are not required to make allowances for special needs. Students may ask for these adjustments, but cannot expect that they will necessarily be granted or available. 

_________ (Student Initials)

Alcohol and Drug Consumption

Students must know and obey the laws of the countries where they are studying and traveling, as well as any federal laws that apply to U.S. citizens abroad. In some cases, for instance with respect to legal drinking age, the law may be more lenient than in the U.S.A. Guilford students may follow the laws of the host country with respect to consumption rather than those of North Carolina, although expectations for responsible use and good conduct do not change.
Conspicuous consumption of alcohol and public drunkenness of any kind is prohibited. 
There is a zero tolerance policy for drug use (either chemical or organic) while abroad. Students found to be using drugs will be sent home at their own expense. In some cases, for instance with respect to chemical substance possession and use, the laws and penalties may be much harsher than in the U.S.A., and U.S. officials can be of little, if any, assistance for students who violate them. Only in situations where local laws allow such consumption will students be safe from immediate removal. 

Again, both adherence to the law and responsible and mature conduct are required.
_________ (Student Initials)

Attendance and Class Decorum
Prompt attendance is required at every class or scheduled event. Being on time is the first and most obvious sign of respect you can give to our hosts and program leaders. Likewise, tardiness of even a few minutes is disrespectful and insulting. Absences are allowed only for documented medical purposes. This documentation must take the form of either a note from a doctor, the host family, or resident director of your housing. In the event of an illness that keeps you out of circulation for a short time, students must call the on-site faculty director or program coordinator immediately, and present documentation of the illness upon return. Illness that prevents you from coming to class should be serious enough to keep you housebound and in bed. If you are well enough to go out, you should be in class. 
You are not allowed to skip classes or events to facilitate 3-day weekends for personal excursions. Weekend travel is encouraged, but never at the expense of core academics. Please do not even ask permission.


Conduct in class should demonstrate a respect for the instructor and other students at all times. Use of information technology (computers and cell phones), knitting, burping, etc… in class is often considered offensive and should be avoided. Because the standard of acceptable behavior may differ from place to place, students should be sensitive to the norms of their host site and adjust accordingly. 

_________ (Student Initials)

Homestays and Housing
Students residing in a homestay are required to sleep at home, and if the host family provides meals, should be in attendance at all times (including breakfast, if provided) except on the occasional weekend when one might be traveling. You must ask permission before bringing a visitor into the home, but overnight guests are strictly forbidden at all times. No exceptions. Some families may also have curfews, which students are required to obey. These same rules may be in force for residence hall type or apartment settings. Students must adjust their own habits to local norms and customs.


Standards of cleanliness are particularly important in both the homestay and residence hall type setting. Your room is your home base, but you are still considered a guest, and must keep the space clean and tidy at all times. Clothes and bath towels should not be strewn about (considered culturally offensive) and there should never be food left open in your private area or common spaces. If you track dirt into the space, you are expected to clean it up immediately. Students may be fined for violations of this policy and are liable for all damages.

_________ (Student Initials)

Honor Code
         The Guilford College academic honor code remains in force while abroad. Violations include: plagiarism (use of direct statements by another author, paraphrasing another author without giving credit), unauthorized collaboration (this does not include the projects in class that are collaborative in nature), and unauthorized use of materials. In addition, failure to report observed dishonesty constitutes a violation of the code. The statement, "I have been honest and have not observed any dishonesty" should be pledged in writing on all work. The standard sanctions for violations are a zero for the assignment on the first offense, an F in the course for the second offense, and an F in the course and Suspension or Dismissal from Guilford College on the third offense. 
_________ (Student Initials)

Personal Hygiene
In the close quarters of a study abroad experience, every student must take responsibility for their own personal hygiene by washing clothes, bathing/showering, and using various forms of odor control (deodorants and foot powders). To do otherwise is inconsiderate to your hosts and fellow students.

_________ (Student Initials)

Removal from a Program

Any actions or activities that violate these policies and/or represent Guilford College or the USA poorly may result in the student’s removal from a program and return to the USA at their own expense. Decisions to remove a student are made based on the discretion and recommendation of onsite program leaders to the on campus study abroad leadership team.
_________ (Student Initials)

Travel while Abroad
             Students should endeavor to form deep connections with their host culture by exploring local sites and peoples on the weekend. In time, these efforts will yield the fruit of deep cross cultural connections. However, students may occasionally choose to travel to nearby cities. When doing so, you must notify the local program leadership and host families of destinations and all travel details well before departure. Remember that missing class for personal excursions is not permitted.
I have read Guilford College Study Abroad Student Behavior Compact and understand and agree to its contents. I understand that failure to comply with this agreement can result in my removal from the program at my own cost.
(Student)_____________________________________________
_______________________

(Signature/GSO)



(Date)

(Student)_____________________________________________
_______________________

(Signature/Upon Arrival)



(Date)
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